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Tuesday, March 31%, 2020 CORONA VIRUS UPDATE #12

To: All residents

From: Steve Dunn, First Selectman

COMMUNICATION WITH RESIDENTS

We are implementing a new system that will allow us to broadcast, via voice, text and email updates on
the status of the pandemic for our residents daily. This will be an opt-in service so in the next few days
look for instructions on how to opt in on the town website. Please take advantage of this as it will be a
critical link in keeping our residents informed.

RULES FOR SELF ISOLATION

From Dr. Raymond Sullivan-Director of Public Health:

Those who have tested positive can come off if isolation if:

1) They are fever free for three days while off fever reducing medications AND

2) They are entirely without symptoms of any cough, sneezing or respiratory difficulty for the same
three days AND

3 They have been self-isolated for a minimum of 7 days

BROOKEFIELD HAS 58 CONFIRMED CASES OF COVID-19

Thankfully, today we did not increase the number of cases in Brookfield. We remain at 58 cases. This is
expected to change and to grow but | think that this is an indication of how well Brookfield is supporting
the self-isolating protocol. Please continue to do this. It is the single most important action we can take
to fight the rise of this virus and not overwhelm our EMS system.

TOWN HALL CLOSED THIS WEEK

A person who has tested positive for the COVID-19 virus was in Town Hall. With an abundance of
caution and after discussing with the Director of Public Health, Town Hall will be closed this week to
comply with the recommended 14-day isolation period.
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We have hired a company to thoroughly clean the building. Experts tell us that the virus does not live on
surfaces longer than three days. Even though we have been cleaning the building daily, we want to keep
our employees and the public safe with this additional cleaning.

Staff will be working from home, but will respond to calls and emails daily. We will bring staff back to
their offices starting April 6.

BLOOD DRIVE APRIL 7 BROOKFIELD HIGH SCHOOL

The American Red Cross has had to cancel over 40 blood drives in the state due to the virus. Greg
Dembowski, Community Development Manager and John Barile, Superintendent of Schools, and his
team, developed a way to safely conduct a blood drive. We ask all healthy residents consider donating,
because there is a great need. We will post information about the drive at the town website with links to
ARC next week.

STILL RIVER GREENWAY IS CLOSED

There are too many people using the Greenway to practice safe physical distancing, so we have closed it
until further notice. We encourage you, in small family groups, to hike Gurski Farm, Happy Landings,
Burr Farm and the Brookfield Open Spaces Legacy properties.

SCHOOLS DONATE SUPLIES TO TOWN

Working with Superintendent Barile and Rosa Fernandes, Chairman of the Board of Education, and
under the guidance and support of the State Commissioner of Education, the school system has donated
numerous supplies our first responders need. The town has supplies on order, but some are delayed.
We will return the supplies to the schools as soon as possible.

Brookfield is a great town and emergencies like this demonstrate why people love to live here. We take
care of our own, work as a team, and fully support our police, fire, EMS and other volunteer groups fully.
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SELF-DISTANCING

We have to make sure we are doing everything we can as a community to stop this pandemic. We can
do that if each one of you, and your families, stays home and is extremely careful in public.

We ask that you do not go to our parks. We need every resident to leave the house only if absolutely
necessary, to practice physical distancing at all times, and to wash your hands frequently with soap and
water for 20 seconds.

Remember that a very large percentage of those who have the virus have no symptoms and unwittingly
may spread the virus. Here’s how you can help your fellow residents, many of whom are in the most
vulnerable categories. Treat every encounter as meeting someone with the virus. Only in doing this can
we successfully slow the spread of the disease.

When you shop, please do so by yourself, if possible. Do not allow your children to congregate in large
groups, attend parties or sleepovers -- any activity that will bring children together.
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