REVISED DRAFT MINUTES
SPECIAL MEETING
BROOKFIELD CHARTER REVISION ADVISORY COMMITTEE
WEDNESDAY-SEPTEMBER 24, 2014
BROOKFIELD TOWN HALL - ROOM 209, 7:00 PM

Convene Meeting: M. Grimes called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM, and established a
quorum of members:

Present: Committee Member Matthew Grimes; Committee Member Jon Van Hise;
Committee Member Fred Ball; Committee Member George Walker; Committee Member
Linda Wagner

Also Present: First Selectman William Tinsley

Recording Secretary Emily Cole Prescott prepared the motions and minutes from a
recording of the meeting,

Committee Member Grimes explained that the purpose of this meeting is to review
explanatory text, as well as to start drafting an informational piece, which will be sent to
the voters.

Please refer to attached drafi proposed explanatory text and budget rationale.

Public Comment: There was no public comment at this time.

Written Correspondence: There was no written correspondence.

Commitiee Member Walker entered the meeting room at 7:05 PM.

Publicity of Proposed Charter Revision Commission Questions -BOS Members
invited to participate:
o Explanatory Text — Discussion of Draft — Committee Member Grimes read the
draft language of the explanatory text for the record. It was noted that the questions
to appear on the ballot cannot be changed at this time.

The Committee revised the draft language, specifically in regard to the following:
Change the “Charter will guarantee” to the “ . . . Charter will require . . .” in the first
question. Add two questions before the word “separate”. Revise the language to
state: “Brookfield has had automatic referendum on its budget since 2007, which
means the final vote is conducted at a vote from 6:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Connecticut
has recognized that a referendum with respect to a budget is an adjourned town
meeting, which means that the annual town meeting adjourns, and the vote is
conducted at the polls.”

The Committee discussed the language of #2.

The Committee discussed the language of #3. Re-word to state: “ . . . Make
grammatical changes as necessary needed for clarification.”




Draft Minutes — Charter Revision Advisory Committee — September 24, 2014

Committee Member Ball made a motion to recommend proposed explanatory
text as revised to the Board of Selectmen. Committee Member Van Hise
seconded the motion, and it earried unanimously.

Mr. Tinsley offered a sincere thanks to the work done by the
Commission/Committee. Committee Member Grimes stated that he was grateful for
the comments made by residents at the meetings.

Town-wide Information Piece — Discussion of Draft — Committee Member
Grimes stated that the final rationale text will be available on the website.
Committee Member Grimes stated that he used rationale based on earlier comments
received from the Committee. Committee Member Grimes noted that a rationale has
been drafted for the first two questions on the ballot, and not the third. The
Committee discussed potential changes to the draft language. The Committee
discussed draft language relative to rationale for #3.

Broadcast Presentations - Committee Member Grimes mentioned that he will be in
touch with other Committee Members about the possibility of creating video
presentations to help explain the proposal.

Mr. Tinsley asked the Committee Members to spread the word about the October 12%
Four Corners event.

O

Other opportunities -- Committee Member Grimes stated that the Penny Saver
would need any type of layout for information by October 17" for October 23
publication. Committee Member Grimes mentioned that the next meeting will be
October 8™,

Approval of Minutes — 09/17/14: No motions.

Additional Public Comment: There was none.

Schedule going forward: This item was discussed earlier in the meeting. Committee

Member Grimes had mentioned having a meeting on October 8"

Adjournment: At 8:30 p.m., Committee Member Van Hise made a motion to
adjourn. Committee Member Walker seconded the motion, and it carried
unanimously.




PROPOSED EXPLANATORY TEXT - 2014
Question 1:

“Shall the Brookfield Charter be amended to allow separate votes on Town Operations and
Education budgets at the annunal budget referendum; and to provide for non-binding advisory
questions as to whether each part of the budget is “too high”, “adequate”, or “too low” as set forth
in the Charter Revision Commission report approved by the Board of Selectmen on August 5,
2014?”
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existing practice, including thefollowing:
- Eliminating offices that no longer exist
- Allowing all elected Boards and Commissions to fill vacancies as they occur
- Clarifying legal representation/indemnification language for town officials facing investigation
- Clarifying Town Attorney as Parliamentarian of all Town Meetings
- Updating Special Appropriation levels and time requirements for construction projects
- State law reference to Ethics; Conflict of Interest section
- Modify number of members on Library Board of Trustees
- Make grammatical changes as needed for clarification
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